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The Sailing Of The Troopship 

 

3239A Private Walter Stanley Simpson, 59th Battalion, AIF wrote the 
following poem in December 1915 before being killed in action at 
Fleurbaix. Simpson, who enlisted for service abroad on 30-JUL-15, lost a 
cousin at Lone Pine, Gallipoli and another on the same day during the 
battle in which he took part. He was taken on strength 58th Battalion at 
Tel-el-Kebir on the 23rd February 1916, transferred to the 59th Battalion 
on 15-MAR-16 and embarked to join the B.E.F on "Kinfauns Castle" in 
Alexandria on the 18th of June, 1916. Private Simpson disembarked 
Marseilles on 29-JUN-16 and was listed as missing on July 28. 
 
The poem was attached to the Roll of Honour circular by his father when 
returning the document to the Historian of the AIF. For the First World 
War circulars were sent to the next of kin seeking biographical details of 
the deceased, and it was attached to the document by Robert Simpson 
wanting to ensure his son was commemorated.   
 
Roll of Honour circulars are held by the Australian War Memorial which has 
digitized the originals. In reproducing the poem Fromelles Discussion Group 
acknowledges that organization and the work it has undertaken to make such 
resources available online. 
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