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SILHOUETTES OF WAR.

-
DIVISION'S GREAT ADVENTURER,

Those wha fought with and alomgside
b= 5th Australian Ihvision are fortunate
*at Captamn A. D. Ellis, M.C,, became the
Jnit’s historian. because in him are com-
lined anusual powers of observation with
a graplic pen. He was, on the other hand,
lucky to be atigehed 10 a force that forged
s0 many links in the chain of the Common
wealth military history. The vivid account
|of the battle of Fromelles, a summary of
which was published n “The Argus” of
ISaturday Lost, will have given some indica-
tion of the forcefnl writing Captun Ellis
ha~ woven intn “The Stary of the Fifth
Austealinn Ihviston”™  Loondon: Hedder and
stonghton, whieh must Lo regarlod ne one
of the most nugoritative records of the
wWal Many incidents that puzzled “the
man wha stayed at home” have been ex-
plained in this volume, and netw hight has
been thrown upon other ovenrpences that
conild only be hall dlyminated duving the
wWar The whale of the protits from the
sile of this Hne publication are o e panl
into a special fund. which will he used for
some  bepevalent purpose associated with
the division later on

In I':_Il_\'{ll the 5th Division became early
wisovinted with suffering The move of
the 14th Infantry Brigade from Tel-cl-Kebir
‘oo Ferry Post it deseribed m Captaim Ellis’s
best style, The first day’s march was
about 14 miles.  “To people unncquainted
witn the sands of Eevnt’ he writes, il
may appear incredible that even untrained
Australian soldiers should find any ik

culty in such a march. but all who have
vindged throuzh long stretehes of heavy

sand will realise that 1t was a hiz under-
taking. In order to enjoy the full benefit
of the ol hours of morming. D

gnther-Ceneral Irving wisely provided for an
varly start. . . . . The formation of the as-
mml)]:r was compheated by o wery honvy
foe, which not only made it extremely diffi-
ettt to maintain  direction,  hut  aleo
drenched the men's clothing and equipment,
while theit boots sonn beeame sonked in
the damp samd. Before many miles had
been  eovered  there  were

stragelers. |

heen  covered  there  were  stragelers, |
anid the 8th Ficld Ambulance at the rear
af the eolumn was Lusy collecting sufferers
from sore feet, sickness, and gxbaustion. A
burning sun was oinw heating down upon
the eolumn, aggravating the men’s distress
and causing extreme thirst. . . . . The
water discipline seems to have heen bad. At
every bhalt it was found necessary to post
picquets on the SBweet Water Canal, the
wiuter of which was unfit far human con-
sumntion. By the time Mahrowa was
reiched at 3 pam., most of the men were
much exhansted. and few of them felt ejual
to continuing the march on the following
dav. . .. . But a »till mere trying march ot
cigteon mile- to Moascar awaited them, and
unfortunately, the day turned out to be
particulariv hot . . . . By half-past 10 o'clock
the good ground wae left bebind, and the
ronte followed, under directions received
from the divigion, struck across heavy sand
hills. These in the rapidly growing heat
proved too much for the etamina of #cores
of men. They literally dropped in their
tracks overcome by thirst and exhaustion.
. . . . Moascar was now but a few miles
distant, and it was reached by those who
had kept going at about 3 o'clock in the |
afternoon. Here news of the plight of the
remainder reached Major-General MoCay.
Water supplies were immediately requisi-
tioned and sent out along the route, and the |
men half dead with exhavstion, or dis- |
tracted by thirst, were gradually collected |
and restored. . . . . \The tirst man of the !
14th Brigade to reach Moascar was hailed |
Ly # New Zealand sentry. who halted him |
and inquired “Who goes there?" The man |
nlmpmﬂl hi# puck on the ground and weanly |
stretched himself before replying, “I'm |
Burke and Wille!"” :
Preparations for a major operation in the
first Somme winter campaign were made
in the face of great hardship, and Captain |
Ellis describes the digging of assembly
trenches on the jumpin% off line as heart-
breaking. “The work had to be done by |
might, and the jonrney to and from the
trenches was itself a nightmare. The
sticky mud would not ‘throw off' the;
shovels, and almost as fast as the trench,
was dug the wet sides crumbled in again. |
. . . . The weather continued vile; the
trenches collapsed as fast as they were dug,
and all ranks were gradually becoming ex-
hausted, and in no condition for undertak- |
ing operations.” It was here that the
divieton had.its first experience of “trench
feet.” whirh varied in extent from emall
gangrenons spots to the death of the whole |




gangrenonus spots to the death of the whole
foot or leg, when amputation would be
| firtfPRER TV,

Putrolling in No Man’s Land was a phase
of war in which the infantry of the 5th
Division exeelled, and the author tells of
many thrilling incidents and of some tragi-
cally humoroug ones, “A patrol of six
found itsell surrounded and cut off by an
enemy parly of 40. Hiding In shell ﬂ.nlu
the men tried tn escape detection, but
were observed and eaptured. . . . . The pri-
soners who still had their Mills hombs in |
their pockets anxiously watched for a
chance to escape. ¢ German patrol
missed ite direction somehow, and after
walking for a considerable distance the
party was challenged in ﬁnod unmistakable |
Australian, and some rifle gshots 1ang out. |
Realiging that they had stumbled on to a
friendly trench, the captives snddenly threw
[ their {mmhn among the Germans. Be-
wildered by this turn of events, the entire
enemy party was rounded up and ushered
unceremoniously into a trench held by af
company of the Australian fivision on |
itha left.”

At Polygon Wood the atiack was backed
Iy a remarkable concentration of artillery |
|Tn addition to the masses of field guns|
lnmrnhnllml fur the operation, Briguder-
|

General Coxon had control of 64 Gin. howit-
sors. T2 8in. howitzers, 30 8.2in, howitzers, |
|28 oo-pounders, 4 12in. howitzers. 1 15in. |
Lhowitzer, and 8 fin. guns: that is 1o say n|
big gun to every 10 ymde of front, not
counting the 1% pounders, and 4.3 howit-
vers of the field artillery brigades.  Can-
tain Fllis tells how the battle commenced:
' Punctually st 350 am. our artillery |
opencd in a smingle magnificent crash. und |
thougands of sliells burst in a long, straight
hne of flame and destruction ahbout 200
vards ahead of the waiting infantry. . . .+
CThe 4,000 men of the six attacking batta
| lione dashed forward at a rim. Bomewhere
"belind the line of destruction lay their|
| vietime, shuddering in their pill-haxes. -Luﬁl
| gered by the sudden commotion, dazed hy
the concussion of shells, petritied by tervor
‘ of the gleaming line of bayonets which they |
knew came grimly on behind the line of
fire. Fven now the line of bavonets was
cronched within 680 yards of the wall of
| flame, und every man in it war tense and
| onger, g0 eazer that some scarcely waited
{for the barrage to creep forward hefore |
they dashed into it and died.”™ The re<t of
[ the story ghawe grim war m all s horrnd
Lbut fascinating details.  One ol the novel
(features of the advance was a 'm'h-hino,

features of the wdvance was a mirhine |
gun curtam of fire moving close in front. |

Sir John Mapash gives all eredit to the |
13th and 153th Brigades for having eaptured
| Villers Bretonneux in the earlv hours of
Anzie Day, 1918--the “real turning point
o the war'—and the full story as told hy
"Ceptain Fllin could be vead aloud with
(advantage in every school on the geeat anmi-
VOTRATY. The collapee of the Western
| f'romt and the second battle on the Hinden-
"hurg line also provide word pictures that
"cannot fail to interest. |

In Captain Ellis’s acconnt of the hattle
| of Friomelles the name of the gallant officer
whe dird after leading the fourth wave of
| the amh Dattalion ta its ohjective iz in-
| eorrectly @iven as “Major MeRae™ 1t
' glionld he Major Geaffrey Gordon MeCrae,
n won of Mr. George Gordon McCrae, of
| Lower Hawthdrn. |




