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Death Of Sir James McCay
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It is with extreme regret
wounce the death of Rir
who was conspievous for man: years in
Victorian publie life and in journaliom,
was one of the foremost leaders of the Ao
(tralian Imperial Force,  Sir James McCay |
.‘H yvesterday at a private | im|
East Melbourne. He had been ill ic-r|
several moothe [

M“l KC.H-G-. K!lr‘ﬂ! c-.q
. VD, was born at Ballrmure. [re
l.lmll in 1884, His {ather, the Rev. A, R.
Boyd MoCay, was g l’rwbﬂn-i.“ clern -
man, who, when James McCay was a child,
came to Australia and took charge of the
Presbyterian Church st Castlemaine In
this town James McCay spent his boy-
hood and lived until approsching middie

age. Hm mother was a brilliant woman.
Bhe spoke weven languages fluently
and she never considered that  she
had mastered one ontil, as she wsaid,
“l cam think in it.”" With a matu-
rally bright intelligenes, fostered care-

fully by hia parents, James McCay made
rapid progrese at his studies and won a
mumber of scholarships which took him
through Beotch College and the Univerajty
of Melbourne, where he gradunated as a
master of arts and master of laws. For
sotne veaix he was a teacher at the Castle-
maine Lirammar Behool, but in 186 he de-
cided that that profession did pot offer |
enough opportumties, and be determined 10 |
read law. This be did while carrying on
his work as a teacher., He passed all
the legal examinations within two years.
He them commenced practice in Castle-
maind.

On the death of Bir James Patterson,
Bir James McCay contested the Castle-
maine seat in the Legislative Assembly |
and was clected. He moon establinhed |
himseli as a sound debater aud a luad |

himeeli as a mound debater and a luad |
|

THE LATE SIR JAMES MeCAY.
ie:ponﬂﬂ. of political principles. In 1508

Mi. Allan MclLean moved a wvote of
no-confidence in Bir George Turner’s Minis-
uy, Bir Jamea McCay was one of the
younger men who crossed the floor and
voted for the motion, Upon the defeat
of Bir George Turner he accepted a port-
!inliu in the McLean Ministry, taking the
depariments of Edweation and Customs.
Another voung member of this Ministry
was Mr, W, A, Watt, At that time it
Wik o v tor o member apon aceepting
aifthive Lo subonit hiimselp Lo Liis constituents
for reclection,  Siy Jumes MeCay on this
occanion war vpposed by Mr. HLEW Lawson
inow Renator) Lawson, and he was detcated.
rﬂne of the factors which brought about thie
result was his attitmde toward Australian
partivipation in the Bouth African war. Sir
James McCay had expressed the view that
at that etage Britain did not require any
aesistance. Hin defcat ended his career in
Rtate politics, while affording Mr. Lawsou

his chance in publie L,
In tha Fadaral Arana.




NS CRATICE 10 PUBne in.
in the Federal Arena.

Bir James  Mellay  took  au active
part in the political movements preceding
| the establishment of the Commonwealth in
1901.
ied by the lute Bir Edmund Barton be con-
tested the Corinella seat at the first Fede-
ral election and be wus returned at the
top of the poll. The reputation which
' he had won in the Btate Parliament was
| sustained in the Federal sphere, and he
soon established himscli as an authority
| upon defence, The epeech which he de-
'livered on the Naval Agreement Bill intro-
Liduvesl by Sir Edmnud Barton in 1602 was
Enutr-l,r pramed,  During the gtormy times
ol T, when the first Mihilvation Hall

Receiving the support of the party

wiar being disensepd, he ook a leading pont
i the debates, and he was entiusted with |
the wetion which led to the downfall of
[the Watson Labowr Mmistiy,  Upen the |
stlwoquent formation of the H{'irf-lll{'Ll'-‘m:
 Administration 1 1904 his ability and s
|rervices to his parly were recogniscd by
' his being givenu the portfolio of Minwstor 111
Defence.  1n the brief peripd during which
he occupied this post his reputation was
considerably enhanced, but the Cubinet was
|ousted within 11 months.

In the redistribution of seats of 1008 the
electorate of Coripella was metged into
Corio and Laanecoorie. Bir James Mc( ay
contested Corio, but he was defeated by
Mr. Crouch, who nearly 20 years later
again won the seat, [u response to earncst
solicitation Rir Jamea McCay submitted
himwelf as a Liberal candidate for the Benate
in 1910, when the death of Mr, Thomas
Bkene, which occuried two days hofm--]
pominstion day, had placed the party in an
embarrassing position. The election, |
bowever, proved a triumph for the
Labour party, and Bir James McCay sui-

fered defeat. He did not again seck to
enter Parliament, Though Rir James
McCay was eminently poccessiul in

Parliament he did not appear to pos-
sess  those qualities which win  popu-
larity with constituents, His tempera-
ment was rather reserved, and his charac
ter contained little of thut ready appeal to

santiment so useful in clectioneenng.
Military Service.

Bir James MeCay was alwaye inierntm.l!
: ad
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Bir James MeoeUay was always ntercsied |
in military matters. As soon as his edu-
cation bad been completed and he had ne-
cepted a position at Castlemaine he eulisted |
in the voluuteer forces of the State, being
gazetted in 1886 a lieutenant of the 4th
Infantry Battalion; three years later hr'
wan promoled captain, In 1896 he waw
made a major, and he was raised to Ihei
rank of lieuteuant-enloncl in 1903 e
|joined the Intelligence Corps in W7, and |
(e wag director of ntelligence from [
|until 1913, When the Great War com- |
menced Bir James McCay was one of the
first to volunteer for active service abroad.
He left Australia with the first expedition-
a1y force in commmand of the Second In-
fantry Brigade. Although he was a most

things,
ing and unnecessary desert march in
Egypt and the awful tragedy of Fleurbaix
{or Fromelles), for which subsequent re-
scarches by the official historian of the
showed that

Rir James McCay to kuow that he had |
been vindicated handswomely,

Hix active service embraced hoth the
Gallipoli and French fionts, Ile wae twice
wonnded on Gallipoli, where he led the
velebrated charge at Helles on May 9, 1915,

of the forces. This position he Leld
until the formation of the Fifth Australian
Division, when he was proemoted to the
rank of major-gencral and given command.
He saw pervice with this division in 1018
on the Bomme, where some of the hercest

fighting of the war occurred, apd it was
here that_the incidenta at Fromelles oc-




here that the incidents st Fromelles oc-
‘enrred. The wsoldiers believed that be
|rut|:d-e-.nll;||r drove them time after Lime to
attack practically impregnable positions.
|Th- truth was that Bir James McCay was
'obeying orders from the High Com-
‘mand, and that he had strongly protested
| againat the operations which it was hia mis-
fortune to be instructed to carry out. In
 December, 1918, Bir James McCay was in-
valided to England, being succeeded by
Major-General Sir Talbot Hoble, On re-
vovery he wan appointed general officer vom-
manding the Australian Forves i Gireat
Brovam, e war crented & hauight Come
mander of St. Michael and Bt George in |
1L, and a Knpight Commander of the|
British Empive in 1019, He wis also |
created a Commander of the Legiou of |

Honour.
Return to Austrabia.

Upon his return to Australin 8ir James
McCay retired from active participation in
the legal firm of McCay and Thwaites, and
became business adviser to the Common-
wealth, a position he beld until 1922. He
was also appointed a commimioner of the
Stute SBavings Bank., At the time of his
death Le was deputy chairman of the com-
missioners. Bir James MeCay at variouw
times tilled, temporarily, posts allottcd to
him by State Ministries. Ope of these was
the chairmanship of the Yrices Commission
—an activity born of war-time psychology
which, although he gave it the knowledge
and thoroughness that he brought to all
his tasks, could not have appealed to a
man of his economic ideas. Another work
in which his military experience was iv-
valuable was his training and organisation
ul an emergency police foroe after the police
mutiny of 1923, Always a decp reader,
and with a partieularly wide geveral know-
ledge, he occupied hia Jeisure in the study
of literature and in journalism. For sevc-
ral vears Bir James McCay was &
valued contributor to “The Arzus.” [le
wrote many leading articles aund many
articles upon political and economse sub-
jects, chiefly under hus own name but occa-
sionally under pen-uames. He also coutrs
buted some interesting reminiscences of
his experiences in the Great War. His well-
stored mind, bis wide knowledge of the
subjects bhe discussed, and his pungent

lidnenmes bl sadosiveblle sassl8ad him fnl'
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subjects Dhe disctissed, And DS pungruv
literary style admirably qualified him for
this respousible and much appreciated |
work,

By James McCay married in 1806 Mins
Julia Mary O’ Meata, the daughter of the
late Mr. OMeara, a well-known police
mngisirate of Melbowne. llis wue died in
| July, 1913, while Bir James was recoved ing
irom wouuds received on Gallipoli. There
are two danghters, Mvs, G, 0. Reid, LL.D.,
of Mont Albert, and the Rev. Mother Mar-
guret McCay, of the Bacred Heart Convent,
Malvern. Sir James McCay was omne
of a large family, and be is sur-
vived by six brothers and two pisters.
The brothers are Mesars. Adam

¢ (editor




